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Title:  The Holy Spirit’s Warning to the Church!  
 
Text:  Acts 4:32-5:11 
 
 
 
Today we are going to continue in our series on the Book of Acts that Pastor 
Erwin started a few weeks ago.  I’ve really been enjoying this series, and 
I’m excited to have the opportunity to share this message with you this 
afternoon!   
 
 
Acts 4:32-5:11 
32 Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one 
soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his 
own, but they had all things in common. 33 And with great power the 
apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great 
grace was upon them all. 34 Nor was there anyone among them who 
lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, 35 and laid them at the 
apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need. 
36 And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is 
translated Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, 
37 having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet. 
 
5 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a 
possession. 2 And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being 
aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 
3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the 
Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 4 While 
it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your 
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own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have 
not lied to men but to God.” 
5 Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and breathed his last. So 
great fear came upon all those who heard these things. 6 And the young 
men arose and wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him. 
7 Now it was about three hours later when his wife came in, not knowing 
what had happened. 8 And Peter answered her, “Tell me whether you sold 
the land for so much?” 
She said, “Yes, for so much.” 
9 Then Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test 
the Spirit of the Lord? Look, the feet of those who have buried your 
husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.” 10 Then 
immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. And the 
young men came in and found her dead, and carrying her out, buried her 
by her husband. 11 So great fear came upon all the church and upon all 
who heard these things.” 
 
 
 
Today I want to share with you 4 simple things that I see in this passage 
that I hope will help us to understand this event that is so different to 
everything else that is recorded in Acts that many people have a hard time 
reconciling it.   
 
There is perhaps no other passage in Acts that raises more difficulties for 
the Christian reader than this one because the matter seems so trivial, but 
the judgement is so harsh and there is no opportunity of repentance given 
to either of them when confronted with their sin.   
 
I can see why Pastor Erwin decided to let me preach on this passage!  
Thanks brother! 
 
 
The First Thing that I want us to see this afternoon is: 
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1. Unity Brings Generosity! 
 
 

A. The words that Luke writes at the end of Chapter 4 are very similar 
to what he wrote earlier in Chapter 2.   

 
Acts 2:44-45 
“Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 
45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as 
anyone had need.” 
 

B. The Unity that the Early Church had was so powerful that Luke 
records that every day they were in one accord, and they 
worshiped God together and they ate their food together and it’s 
not surprising that they started to take care of each others needs 
as well.  You could say that they had a Church service every day!   

 
C. In the ancient Greek philosophical writings they would often talk 

about an idea of a ‘Golden Age’, a kind of Utopia where they would 
have a community that lived in harmony and had no private 
ownership of anything.  But the Greeks were never able to achieve 
this state, and in fact no one has in the history of mankind, our 
hearts are too selfish.  But this Early Church certainly came pretty 
close to it!   
 

D. Such was their Joy and their Unity that their Witness about Jesus 
was also having a remarkable impact on the city around them and 
everyday souls were being saved and more and more people were 
being added to the Church!   
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E. For some reason, Luke did something slightly different after these 
first couple of verses, where he singles out a particular man to 
record his selling of his land and giving the money from it to the 
Apostles.   
 

F. We don’t know why he did this.  It could be that Barnabus’ gift was 
a particularly large one and Luke felt he should be recognised for it.  
Or it could be because he wasn’t actually from Jerusalem but had 
been born in Cyprus and Luke wanted to show that even foreigners 
were welcomed into the Church.  Or perhaps it was simply because 
Barnabus would be a major character later on and Luke wanted to 
show that he was a humble and generous man from the beginning.   
 

G. Regardless of the reason, he uses the good example of Barnabus as 
a contrast to the next story that he records, the account of Ananias 
and Sapphira and their not so flash offering.   
 

 
The Second Thing that I want us to see today is: 
 
 

2. Success Brings Opposition! 
 
 
 
Opposition against the Church comes from 2 main sources:  
 

• Outside the Church, and 
• Inside the Church.   

 
 

A. We have already seen earlier in chapter 4 that the success of the 
message of the Gospel was starting to get the attention of the 
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religious rulers and they were not happy about it!  We will see later 
on in Acts that this opposition escalates from verbal threats and 
warnings to physical beatings, prison and even to murder.   
 

B. But the success of the Gospel can also bring opposition from inside 
the Church as well.  When people are using their gifts and abilities 
to serve God, and He is blessing them for it, and other people are 
recognising and celebrating them as well, there can be those in the 
Church who see those blessings and start to covet them.   
 

C. Let me put it another way.  It is easy for us as humans to see others 
doing well and we start to want what they have, but often we don’t 
want to go through the effort and hard work that those people 
have put in to get there, we want to take a shortcut instead.   
 

D. Our Enemy is always looking for a way to get inside the Church to 
tear it down, and sadly he often finds a way in inside the hearts of 
the people.   

 
 
1 Peter 5:8 
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like 
a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” 
 
 
Acts 5:3 
“But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the 
Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?” 
 
 

E. Satan might plant the thought in our minds, but if we then start to 
dwell on it and think about it over and over until we build it up in 
our minds and it takes root in our hearts and then sin in born and 
we fall into Satan’s trap.   
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James 1:14-15 
“But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and 
enticed. 15Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 
when it is full-grown, brings forth death.” 
 
 

F. We are not told why Ananias and Sapphira decided to go through 
with the deceit.  Maybe they saw the recognition that Barnabas was 
getting for his offering and they wanted that for themselves as well.  
Or maybe, they saw how everyone else was selling their 
possessions and giving the money to the Apostles, but they didn’t 
quite have enough faith that their own needs would be taken care 
of so they thought they had better keep a certain amount just to 
make sure.  Maybe they were used to living with a certain lifestyle, 
and they couldn’t bear the thought of giving that up but they didn’t 
want to be the odd ones out in not selling their possessions.  So to 
keep up the appearance of spirituality they did sell it, but they 
couldn’t let go of it entirely.   
 

G. Whatever their reasoning was, Ananias had no excuse when he 
stood before Peter and put their plan into motion.  Peter, through 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit called him on it straight away and 
judgement was swift.   
 

 
This is the Third thing that I want us to see this afternoon: 
 
 
 

3.  Sin Must Be Dealt With! 
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Acts 5:3-6 
“But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the 
Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 4 While 
it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your 
own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have 
not lied to men but to God.” 
5 Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and breathed his last. So 
great fear came upon all those who heard these things. 6 And the young 
men arose and wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him.” 
 
 

A. 3 hours after Ananias was confronted by Peter, his wife Sapphira 
came in and Peter asked her the same questions, showing that she 
had been part of it as well, and she received the same judgement.  
Clearly, she did not know that they had been found out and she 
continued in the lie after Peter gave her a chance to tell the truth.   
 

B. Disunity, duplicity, and hypocrisy always grieve the Holy Spirit and 
hinder His work.  If the church is to have genuine Spiritual Power in 
its life and witness, it must be an environment of the Spirit, and be 
devoted to maintaining its sanctity and purity. 
 

C. The story of Ananias and Sapphira always reminds me of the story 
of Achan in Joshua 7.  The Children of Israel were on a roll and had 
just defeated the fortified city of Jericho and the next city on the 
list was Ai, which compared to Jericho was a tiny little city.  They 
thought the victory would be so easy that they didn’t even send all 
their men, they only sent 3000.  But they were embarrassed by the 
enemy and defeated and driven out of their lands and the people 
became afraid that God had forsaken them.  When Joshua asked 
God why He had allowed them to be defeated, God told him that 
one man had committed a sin in the camp and taken some stuff 
that he shouldn’t have taken, and they could go no further until it 
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was dealt with.  Joshua found out that it was a man named Achan 
who had taken the stuff and everything he had was destroyed and 
he and his family were killed because he has tried to deceive God.   
 

D. This may seem harsh to us, but we have to remember that sin if it 
is allowed to remain has a way of spreading and infecting more and 
more people and the sin that God was trying to remove from His 
Children would find another way in and over the following years it 
would grow until the whole nation had turned away from God.   
 

E. It was a similar situation in the Early Church, and sadly we can still 
see it today.  The Church was growing, and souls were getting 
saved, and the people were united in their faith and Satan was 
trying to find a way in and he found Ananias and Sapphira.   
 

F. We don’t know what motivated them in their conspiracy, or even 
how much was the amount that they embezzled, but we do know 
that God dealt with it immediately before it could spread to others 
in the Church.   
 

G. We need to remember that the sins that we think are secret are not 
hidden from God! 
 

H. Paul dealt with something similar going on in the Corinthian Church 
in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17: 

 
 
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 
“Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy 
him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.” 
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The Final thing that I want us to see this afternoon actually happened after 
these events when the people saw what happened to Ananias and 
Sapphira.   
 
 

4. Repentance Brings Restoration! 
 
 
 

A. Sadly, Ananias & Sapphira didn’t get the chance to repent.  We 
cannot play with God and expect Him to give us another chance 
every time.  Some time, it will be the last time.   

 
Galatians 6:7-8 
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that 
he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap 
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting 
life.” 
 
 

B. But rather than making us sad or angry, this should motivate us to 
respect God and His Righteousness and not be searching for the 
things that we can get away with, but rather we should be spending 
our time looking for the things that He will reward and honour!   
 

C. Pleasing God should be the motivation behind everything that we 
do!   

 
 
Colossians 3:23 
“And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men” 
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D. Luke says the same thing twice in the passage, that great fear came 
upon all those who saw and heard what happened to Ananias and 
Sapphira, but I don’t think that that is the reason why he included 
this story in his book.   
 

E. I think that he wanted to show that even though the opposition 
against the Early Church was growing and the enemy was trying to 
find ways in, God was not done with His Church, and maybe he 
wanted to remind the readers that God was still in control!   
 

F. In the verses following this passage Luke goes on to talk about how 
what Peter and John had started with one man in the temple being 
healed was growing and people not just from Jerusalem but also 
from the cities around Jerusalem were now bringing their sick 
friends and family members and they were all being healed and 
because of this, the Church was continuing to flourish!   

 
 
Acts 5:12-16 
“And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were 
done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s 
Porch. 13 Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed 
them highly. 14 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, 
multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they brought the sick out 
into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the 
shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. 16 Also a 
multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing 
sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they 
were all healed.” 
 
 

G. You see, I don’t think this is a story about punishment at all.  I think 
it is a warning from the Holy Spirit that we must remember who it 
is that we serve, who it is who has called us and saved us and the 
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price that was paid for each one of us!  We must not trivialize our 
sin!  It wasn’t just our past sins that Jesus paid for on Calvary, it was 
also the ones we haven’t done yet.  But just because they are paid 
for is not permission to commit them!   
 

H. Remember what Peter wrote to the Church in his first letter: 
 
 
1 Peter 1:15 
“But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 
because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 
 

 
I. Paul told the Church in Rome that we cannot think like that!  Every 

sin that we commit is another stripe on the back of our Saviour and 
it should pain us and motivate us to change our ways, not to blindly 
continue doing what we were doing before we got saved!   

 
 
Romans 6:1-2 
“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may 
abound?  2Certainly not!  How shall we who died to sin live any longer in 
it?” 
 
 

J. I think this passage also serves as a warning that when we have 
unconfessed sin in our lives, we undermine the unity and the 
strength of the Church, even if we think that no one else knows 
about it.  God knows about it.  And other people can see it as well, 
even if they don’t tell us they can.   

 
 
1 John 1:8-9 
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“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us.  9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
 
So then, what should we take from this passage?   
 
 

1. When the Church is spiritually healthy and growing as it should, 
there will be Unity within the Church that will spread to every area 
of our lives.  We will no longer just be strangers who have gathered 
on a Sunday, but we will become a family of believers, and for many 
of us the bonds will be closer than to our physical families.  
 

2. We must realise and be prepared that this kind of unity and passion 
for the Lord will bring Opposition from outside and from inside the 
Church.  We must guard our hearts from our Enemy and watch out 
for weeds like Envy and Bitterness growing in our gardens!  
 

3. We need to remember that every Believer is important in the 
Church, and no matter how small or insignificant we may think we 
are, what we do matters.  Are we going to help with the growth and 
unity in the Church or are we going to hinder it?  
 

4. All sin, no matter how small we might think it is, is noticed by God 
and one day we will give an account before Him for what we have 
done and what we have not done.   
 

5. When someone is successful in the Church and God is blessing 
them, we should celebrate with them and not try to copy what they 
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have, but we should put in the effort to grow the gifts and abilities 
that God has given to us and use them for His glory!   

 
 
 


